
Experiences of involving 
communities in citizen 

science



Projects that attracted high 
numbers of participants

• Anything that gives out free seeds for people to try
• Novel crop
• Attractant plants



Projects that attracted high 
numbers of participants

• Trials with a clear 
benefit to the 
gardener eg
• Soils testing method
• Testing liquid feeds
• Testing slug control 

methods



Attracting diversity
• Publicise outside your 

normal comfort zone

• Go and see people and talk 
to them

• Offer people something 
relevant

• Take an interest in what 
they do



Attracting diversity
• Offer a clear learning 

experience

• Go to existing sessions

• Offer other benefits:
• Games

• Family activities

• Food



Removing barriers

• Address negative perceptions of science

• Location

• Cost

• Language

• Cultural barriers

• Time 

• Public holidays



Sustaining engagement

• Design of experiment:
• Clear instructions
• Realistic expectations
• Length of time



Sustaining engagement
• Feedback and 

communication 
during the trial
• Key points / 

reminders
• Social media
• Project board
• Newsletters
• Events



Taking the messages out 
to communities



Taking science out to communities 

Headline grabbing facts

One teaspoon of soil can 
hold more organisms than 
there are people on the 
planet



Taking science out to communities 

Relevant comparisons



Activities invoking discussion



In situ demonstrations



Hold an event



Tell people’s stories



Hold a quiz



Games

Top of the heap




